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Introduction
This special issue of Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography has its origins in a series of workshops starting with a workshop at the University of British Columbia Centre for Social, Spatial and Economic Justice in Kelowna, Canada, in April of 2010. The title of that workshop was Neoliberalism and Post-Welfare Nordic States, and it involved a number of scholars working in Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Sweden and the USA. The objective of the workshop was to bring critical geographers interested in issues of spatial justice together in a supportive atmosphere to discuss and help each other theorize some of the dramatic social and spatial transformations being wrought across the Nordic region during the past decade or so. For those of us familiar with the Nordic countries, the so-called Nordic Welfare State Model (Esping-Andersen 2004) based on social-democratic ideals and a progressive model of citizenship has been under attack for some time now by politicians on the right and left (influenced by neoliberalism), and by finance and other forms of capital looking to realize greater profits through participation in varied forms of primitive accumulation (Marx [1867] The special issue begins with Kirsten Simonsen's (2015) article entitled 'Encountering racism in the (post-)welfare state: Danish experiences', which draws on theories of embodied encounters, emotional geographies, and post-colonialism in order to help us better understand the material and ideological geographies of (racialized) encounter between majority and minority populations in Denmark. In this way, the paper shows how the neoliberal rollbacks of the universal welfare state, performed by centre-right and centre-left governments alike, have given rise to an emotional mobilization of xenophobic anxieties and a new racism, expressed in both immigration policies and everyday emotional practices. This leads nicely to the article by Lasse Koefoed (2015) , 'Majority and minority nationalism in the Danish post-welfare state', which examines, in part, how the welfare state can become part of a nationalist imaginary whereby majority populations come to see it as something to be "protected" from abuse by minoritized people. The contribution by Koefoed thereby illustrates for us some of the powerful ways that the problematic geographies produced by neoliberal restructuring of the welfare state can be reimagined as problems caused by "immigrants" and other minoritized peoples.
The special issue then moves to discussions of the Swedish context, first with an article by Sofia Cele (2015) that illustrates the ways that neoliberal ideals are now embedded in everyday planning practices in Stockholm. Her contribution, 'Childhood in a neo-liberal utopia: planning rhetoric and parental conceptions on contemporary Stockholm', illustrates the significant impact that neoliberalism is having on the lives of children. These dramatic impacts, however, are not seen by planners as the product of political acts, but rather as merely necessary responses to 4 'contemporary urbanism'. In the study both planners and parents argue in favour of the need of certain 'sacrifices' in the urban environment, such as less leisure space and reduced independent mobility, as the city is made denser to become more 'globally competitive'. This rhetoric indicates a distinct shift from the focus on childrens' rights to good outdoor environments that was prominent in much of the welfare politics of the 20th century.
From Stockholm we move to Guy Baeten and Carina Listerborn's (2015) case study of Landskrona in southern Sweden: 'Renewing urban renewal in Landskrona, Sweden: pursuing displacement through housing policies'. The case study provides us with key insights into two very important shifts in the socio-spatial housing imaginary in Sweden: (i) the shift from seeing affordable housing as a 'solution' to seeing it as a 'problem'; and (ii) a resulting shift from gentle to more brutal forms of gentrification. Through this fundamental shift, housing, once the cornerstone in the construction of the welfare state and welfare cities in Sweden, no longer plays a key role in welfare provision and, as a consequence, has significantly hollowed out the Swedish welfare system from within. On the surface, the effects of these developments may appear more 'gentle' than in the case of Landskrona, but the immediate and longer-term impacts on marginalized populations and what little is left of socially just housing are no less severe.
In presenting this special thematic issue of Geografiska Annaler B on Neoliberalism and Post-Welfare Nordic States in Transition, we hope to start a wider dialogue with critical geographers and related scholars working across the Nordic region and beyond regarding the dramatic transformations of society and space being wrought by the policies, ideologies and governmentalities (after Larner 2000) of neoliberalization. We are particularly interested in such discussions at the scale of the 'Nordic', but we are also keen to make intellectual linkages with those working on similar processes happening around the globe. 
